
Newsletter December 2018 

Seasons Greetings 

OPENING TIMES  

Sundays:  9.30 to 10.30             Children’s lessons 

   10.30 to 12.30           Junior Club 

   12.30 to 5.00 pm  Recreational skiing and lessons 

Mon-Thurs:  7.00 to 9.00 pm   Recreational skiing and lessons 

Fridays:            7.00 to 9.00 pm  Freestyle Fridays (fortnightly) 

Saturdays:  2.00 to 5.00 pm  Recreational skiing 

CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS / NEW YEAR  
24–26 and 31 December, 1st January  

Off-Piste and Mountain Safety  
Awareness Training  

January 12th 2019 

For the last couple of years we have run some very 

successful courses about safety off piste led by Chris 

Watts (BASI Level 3 ISIA Alpine/British                                   

    Military Ski Leader Level 3; Off-Piste/Ski Tour Leader) 

The courses consisted of lectures and theoretical training, a short series of 

exercises on the slope and avalanche transceiver exercises  in the park.  If you 

are interested in attending the next one please book and pay in advance at 

the ski club.   

Cost £15, including lunch (all proceeds to Ski Club funds)  

Kidsgrove  Ski Centre, Bathpool Park, Kidsgrove,  

Stoke on Trent, ST7 4EF     Telephone (01782) 784908 

www.ski-kidsgrove.co.uk 
Company Number:4337963  

SNOWSPORT  
ENGLAND 

  

Member of the British Ski Slope 
Operators Association 

Active 
Accessible 
Accredited 

Junior Club Christmas Party 

Sunday 23rd  December 
Games on the slope from  

10.30 to 11.30 am 
Party from 11.30 am 

Numbers will need to be limited due to 
lack of  space in the club room so please 

put your name on the list as soon as possible. 
 

As the club is run on a voluntary basis, please can parents contribute 
party food on the day - see the list.  

Snowman Politically incorrect term for a traditional winter 

snow sculpture that should be referred to by a more culturally 
sensitive gender term like person of snow, snowmanorwomannequin, 
or thermally challenged,  differently permanent seasonal icon with 
specific refrigeration needs. 



Your First Ski Holiday or a  

Seasoned Skier? 
 

You booked ages ago and now have paid the balance 

and are arranging your airport parking.  Even if you 

are a many seasoned skier have a read of the tips 

below you might find there’s one you haven't thought of. 
 

• It is possible to buy most things in the resort but they are usually expensive so take 

spare ski socks, gloves, sunglasses, etc.. 
 

• Sunscreen – Sun can reflect up to 85% of the sun’s ultra violet rays use a high factor 

sun cream and lip balm and reapply several times a day, even on a dull day. 
 

• Layers – with today’s efficient thermal clothing think layers the weather can change 

quickly and the temperature may be much lower at the top of the mountain. 
 

•  Daysack - To carry spare gloves, an extra layer of clothing, sunscreen, water, 

chocolate or cereal bars. 
 

• Have your contact/insurance/hotel details with you – in old fashioned written form 

as well as on your phone. This one usually catches someone out! 
 

• You should not ski alone – decide with your family or friends on a meeting place in 

the area that you are skiing in case somebody gets separated  from the group. 
 

• Skiing with children - Throughout the day it is important to keep them fed & 

hydrated with regular stops. Regularly check their fingers, toes, nose as they freeze up 

quicker on children and they are more likely to carry on skiing without noticing. ALSO 

that they have a copy of your contact details in their pocket. Good gloves are 

particularly important for children, cold hands can make them miserable. 
 

• Wear something distinctive - It can be difficult to spot people in your party when in 

a crowd, mist or skiing ahead. 
 

• Ski lessons – Even if you don’t want ski school for the whole week, you may consider 

lessons on the first day or so. You will learn how to manage lifts and find your way 

around the resort, as well as some extra skills to help you on the snow.  
 

• If you have not yet been down to the slope this season we look forward to seeing you 

when you come to wake your ski legs up and we will be happy to help with any questions 

you may have. 
 

• There are some very useful tips on packing and safety guides for all skiers on  

      http://www.firsttimeskier.co.uk/index.html 

Getting your boots and skis right  can be a night mare 
— check out the link below for some handy tips 
 

           http://welove2ski.com/ski-hire-guide-rental 



The Oatcake Jam 2018 

 WOW! WE DID IT! 
*** 

Three in a Row 
 

After hosting two Jams in September on the 10th of November it was our turn to present our very own Oatcake Jam. 

 

Participants from around the country joined us for a fantastic day. Everyone commented on the wonderful facilities we 

have at Kidsgrove, for which we give a special thanks to Eric, Gerald and Craig, who work with others all year round to 

maintain the slope to a high standard. 

 

The atmosphere was incredible and along with the airbag the addition of the new rail proved popular. 

 

We were incredibly lucky to have not one … not two … but three ... professional judges. Gareth Vogan from SSE, Oli 

Kane from the Fridge Bangers and Joey (Joseph) Bycroft from skiwithease.com. , a ski school operating in Morzine, 

Avoriaz and Les Gets. 

 

The results: 
 

Skiers (* denotes NSSC members.) 
 

Congratulations to everyone who took part for their enthusiasm and encouragement they gave to 

each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boarders 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A big thank you to all the volunteers who supported us on the day, to John Cresswell from Kendal for the loan of the 

bibs, to John Wetherley for once again being our MC and donating a Snowboard lesson as a prize (Boobytrap, won by 

Jacob Welsh) and to Oli Kane from the Fridge Bangers for filming the event. 

 

We would also like to thank our sponsors (see website), who are too numerous to name. 

Girls Under 12  Girls 12 and Over  

1st Isla Wilson 
 

2nd Evanna Minister  *  

1st Lara Shaw 
 

2nd  Ruby Painter * 
 

3rd Rowan Hebblethwaite  
 
 
 

Boys Under 12  Boys 12 and Over  

1st Hunter Minister * 
 

2nd William Mason * 
 

3rd Ashton Parker *  
 
 
 

1st Teddy Halkett 
 

2nd Justin Taylor-Tipton 
 

3rd Jo Ward  

12 and Under Over 12  

1st Oliver Cresswell 
 
2nd Jess Smith 
 
3rd Alfie Sewell  

1st Wyatt Dunn 
 
2nd Ben Bingham 
 
3rd Jonny Cresswell  



FREESTYLE NEWS   

The  

David Dick 

 Freestyle Award 
 

This trophy Inspired by David`s contribution to 

the club over many years, especially his 

enthusiasm for Freestyle and determination to 

establish freestyle in the club, will be awarded 

to a young skier or snowboarder on an annual 

basis at the Oatcake Jam.  

 

This year the Freestyle coaches came 

together to decide who would be the second 

recipient. After much consideration they 

agreed that it should be presented to  

Ruby Painter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby is a regular participant at Freestyle 

Fridays and the 9:30 am Sunday morning 

Junior Freestyle coaching session. She also 

practices  on weekday evenings.   

 

Since entering the Oatcake Jam for the first 

time in 2017, she has become even more 

determined to improve her skills. It is her 

dedication, perseverance, positive attitude 

and encouragement of others that has 

contributed to her earning this award. 

Raffle in aid of the  

Callum Wylie Foundation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you bought your tickets yet? The prize is a 

mountain bike donated by Halfords and is for a 

very good cause.    #Shred4Cal  

Tickets to be drawn on Sunday 23rd December. 

Finally you may be interested in….          

Always Alright  …. 

A short, just for fun film, filmed on location at dry 

slopes and snowdomes across the country. This 

was filmed by the Fridge Bangers and includes 

footage filmed at our very own slope. It has been 

dedicated to the memory of Callum Wylie.  

Check it out  and see if you can spot us in the 

credits. 

https://www.newschoolers.com/videos/

watch/911346/Always-Alright---FridgeBangers-

movie 

Freestyle Fridays  
 7pm - 9pm 
All help welcome  
         (setting up the airbag etc.) 
 

2018 

 

2019

 

January:   4th & 18th April :  12th & 26th 

February:  1st & 15th May:    10th & 24th 

March:      1st & 15th June:   7th & 21st 

December:   21st  (Hot Dogs on sale)  
see Facebook for further details                         


